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“If Erland Waltner had been an architect, he would have built
bridges. With his keen mind, careful planning, and extraordinary
relational skills, he would have mobilized people and resources to
span chasms that others thought impossible to cross. Instead, God
called Erland Waltner to build bridges of trust and faith as a pastor,
theologian, professor, administrator, church statesman, scholar, and
mentor. For more than six decades he has brought people together for
the sake of the gospel.”

—J. Nelson Kraybill
President, Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminary

This book reflects the work and influence of Erland Waltner, leader in
the Mennonite Church for 60 years. He has been a pastor, preacher,
teacher, and administrator, serving congregations in Freeman, S.D.,
and Mountain Lake, Minn.; teaching at Bethel College, North
Newton, Kan., and Mennonite Biblical Seminary; and serving as
administrator for Mennonite World Conference and Mennonite
Medical Association.

Four sections portray these many avenues of his service:
1. A series of biographical essays by James C. Juhnke, Cornelius J.

Dyck, Ross T. Bender, Willard Krabill and Nina Lanctot
2. A collection of some of Erland’s writings and addresses
3. A collection of sermons by some of Erland’s seminary students
4. An epilogue by Erland, reflecting on his life of ministry
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